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CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 KATHMA 01835 060726Z 
16 

ACTION NEA- 16 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SCCT-02 SSO-OO NSCE-00 USSS-00 CIAE-00 

DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 

RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-03 SS-20 USIA-15 10-14 OMB-Ol SY-04 

AID-20 DRC-01 /133 W 

044419 

P R 060555Z MAY 74 
FM AMEMBASSY KATHMANDU 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 8244 
INFO AMCONSUL CALCUTTA 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 

CONFIDENTIAL KATHMANDU 1835 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, NP 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT AGAINST WORKS AND TRANSPORT 
MINISTER 

1. EXPLOSION OCCURRED EVENING MAY 5 IN KATHMANDU RESIDENTIAL 
DISTRICT AS CAR DRIVEN BY WORKS AND TRANSPORT MINISTER PRAYAG 
RAJ SINGH SUWAL WAS PASSING. ACCORDING OFFICIAL NEWS SERVICE 
RSS, THREE BYSTANDERS RECEIVED MINOR INJURIES, SUWAL'S CAR 
WAS SLIGHTLY DAMAGED, AND POLICE HAVE ARRESTED FOUR FOR 
QUESTIONING. POLICE REPORTEDLY SUSPECT DETONATED DEVICE WAS 
"36 GRENADE" SIMILAR TO THAT EMPLOYED MID-MARCH AT BIRATNAGAR 
DURING VISIT KING BIRENDRA. 

2. INDEPENDENT ACCOUNT IN DAILY MOTHERLAND TITLED "SUWAL HAS 
NARROW ESCAPE" REPORTS MINISTER WAS PURSUING "DAILY ROUTINE 
FOLLOWED FOR SOMETIME PAST," DRIVING THROUGH AREA AFTER VISITING 
IN-LAWS. SITE OF EXPLOSION WAS OLD AND CONGESTED RESIDENTIAL 
AREA BEHIND BHIMSEN'S TOWER IN DOWNTOWN KATHMANDU. 

3. COMMENT: INFORMATION ON INCIDENT IS AS YET FRAGMENTARY. 

SUWAL, ONE OF FOUR GRADUATES' CONSTITUENCY REPRESENTATIVES IN 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 KATHMA 01835 060726Z 

NATIONAL PANCHAYAT, IS BETE NOIR OF THOSE PRESSING FOR POLITICAL 
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LIBERALIZATION WHO DENOUNCED HIM AS "CONSPIRATOR AGAINST PEOPLE" 
DURING LAST GRADUATES' ELECTIONS (A-70, JUNE 1973). HE WOULD 
THUS BE LOGICAL TARGET FOR EXTREMISTS' ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT. 
CARGO 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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